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St Mary the Virgin

EWELL PARISH CHURCH

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2004

Background
St Mary the Virgin is the parish church of Ewell. Its postal address is London Road, Ewell, Surrey KT17 2BB although most correspondence is directed through the Vicarage, Church Street, Ewell, Surrey, KT17 2AQ. St Mary’s Parochial Church Council is a charity excepted from registration with the Charity Commission. Members of the PCC are trustees of the charity for the term of their appointment. During 2004 St Mary’s banked with Barclays Bank plc, Epsom. The appointed auditor was Kevin Mallett.

Aims and organisation

The PCC (Powers) Measure 1956 states that the PCC is to co-operate with the incumbent in promoting in the parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. St Mary’s PCC also has maintenance responsibilities for the Church and Church Hall, for the churchyard immediately surrounding the church, for the large churchyard extensions in Church Street and for the interior of the Vicarage.

In accordance with the Church Representation Rules, Members of the PCC are either ex-officio, elected by the Annual Parochial Church meeting (APCM) or co-opted. During 2004 the following served as members: 

Incumbent:
Canon Richard Hanford
Chairman

Reader:
Mr Reginald Saunders




Wardens:
Mrs Gilda Everson
            Vice Chairman



Dr David Dance


 

Representatives on Deanery Synod:

Mr Norman Hale



Mr Bill Rackham



Mr Julian Varney

Elected Members:



Mrs Karen Allen


(from APCM 2004)

Mrs Gill Bird



(from APCM 2004)



Mr David Crick






Mrs Jenny Dance


(until APCM 2004)



Miss Valerie Fuller






Mr David Hill







Mr George Jarrett


(until APCM 2004)



Mrs Sarah Lutton


(until APCM 2004)



Mrs Miriam Massey


(from APCM 2004) (co-opted until APCM 2004) 

 Joint Treasurer





Miss Janet Morrison


(until APCM 2004)

Miss Kathleen Murphy

 Joint Treasurer until December 2004



Mr Peter Pledge



Mrs Marion Rao


(from APCM 2004)

Mr Richard Rothwell






Mrs Angie Samways


(from APCM 2004)




Mrs Julia Scott


(from APCM 2004) Joint Treasurer from March 2005

Mr Morris Scott






Mr David Slattery


(until APCM 2004) (co-opted from APCM 2004)

Mrs Valerie Smither


(from APCM 2004)

Mrs Sarah Stovell


(until APCM 2004)

Mrs Lynne Yuille


(Secretary)

The PCC operates through a number of committees, which meet between full meetings of the PCC.
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Standing Committee

This is the only committee required by law. It has power to transact the business of the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions given by the Council.

Estates Committee

Attends to matters relating to the stewardship of plant, such as the church buildings and fabric, the churchyard, the church hall and the vicarage.

External Affairs Committee

The Committee has overall responsibility for St Mary's charitable fundraising, and for our overseas links with the parish of Corriverton in Guyana and the Jeel al Amal boys’ home in Bethany. At Harvest, it supervises the distribution of foodstuffs and clothing for the homeless and elsewhere, and of flowers to those parishioners bereaved during the previous year. It keeps under review the relationship of the church to the wider community, initiating action and making recommendations to the PCC and other committees as appropriate. At present it oversees the welcome afforded to visitors to St Mary's.

Church Attendance

There are currently 204 parishioners on the Church Electoral Roll (12 having been removed and 8 added since April 2003). Usual Sunday attendance during 2004 was 127, with additional numbers at festivals. The ‘family’ services also remain popular. 

Review of the Year

The full PCC met five times during the year with an average attendance of 77 per cent. 
The first meeting of the new PCC was attended by Tony Hennessey-Brown, Diocesan Parish Resources Officer for Parish Funding. Mr Hennessey-Brown introduced the Parish Funding Programme, which had secured average increases of forty per cent in planned giving in other parishes over the previous four years. In June the PCC set up a Parish Funding Programme Committee chaired by Richard Rothwell and church organisations were consulted over the summer as to their vision for the future. Much hard work by the Committee resulted in an excellent presentation on 6 February and an increase in planned giving of 50 per cent. Our sincere thanks go to all who responded and all who might still be thinking of responding. However, whilst this is an enviable result, it represents about half the annual shortfall and we need to look at additional ways of meeting the day to day costs of running the church without regular use of capital.

There is still no sign of the Diocese providing ministerial support for St Mary’s. The Reverend Dr Patrick Miller continues to help on an informal basis. Dr Miller ran much-appreciated Lent courses in both 2004 and 2005.

The Vicar celebrated 40 years of ministry on 31 July.

Mrs Wendy Varney was licensed as a Reader on 15 July. We look forward to many years of her ministry.

During the summer of 2004 the church was shrouded in scaffolding to allow the refurbishment of the stonework. Luckily, little work to the church roof proved necessary. The final cost of £64,488, including architect’s fees and VAT, was met from general funds. It is hoped to recover £8,411 in VAT, leaving a total cost of £56,077.

St Mary’s church and hall were both broken into during one night in November. Considerable damage was caused in the hall whilst a window was broken and money stolen from the church. The insurers have agreed to meet the costs of damage to the church. An insurance claim for the church hall is currently being processed. The Estates Committee has been asked to review security arrangements.

The doors to the south porch, which had been stolen on a previous occasion, have been replaced and a ramp affording disabled access to the South Porch has been constructed. The cost of £25,218 including architect’s fees and VAT on the fees has been partly met from an insurance payment of £10,000. The remainder of the cost has been met from St. Mary’s financial reserves. Entry to St Mary’s now meets the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act. There is still a need for a disabled toilet in church.
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It is hoped that the proposals to upgrade the church hall in compliance with the Disability Discrimination Act will be commenced during the coming summer. The proposals include moving the kitchen to the back of the hall, provision of access and toilet facilities for disabled people, a new boiler and replacement electric wiring. The total cost is expected to be approximately £35,000. A contribution of £1,000 has been gratefully received from Surrey County Council.

A seat in memory of Canon Gerald Howarth has been installed in the Garden of Remembrance. The seat was funded by donations from the congregation.

A peal board in memory of John Beams has been donated and will be installed in the bell tower in the near future.

A new ride-on lawn mower has been purchased from general funds and is proving a considerable help with maintenance in the churchyard.

The PC is aware that the historic Father Willis organ needs attention and is currently obtaining reports and recommendations.

A Faculty is being sought for a set of Stations of the Cross painted by parishioner Iain McKillop. These will be displayed on the front panels of the gallery but will be demountable for use as required. A number of the stations have already been used in church during Lent. The cost of the Stations is being met by private donor. 

St Mary’s is building a good relationship with the new Neighbourhood Specialist Officer for Ewell and Nonsuch, PC Steven Mould. He now attends church on the first Sunday in the month and is getting to know the congregation.
External Affairs                                                                                                                                           

Charitable giving in 2004 totalled £3,378. The Lent Appeal raised £1,024 for The Shooting Star Trust, a Hospice for West London. 

Thanks go to Frank & Ruth Stockwell who ran the Christmas Market. Despite the weather again being unkind, the Market raised £1,240. This was divided equally between The Corrymeela Community, Medicins Sans Frontieres, Mildmay Mission Hospital and the Natalie Naylor Trust. £610 was raised through the Christmas cash collections and divided between two children’s charities: The Toybox Charity (rescuing Street Children in Latin America) and EveryChild (helping orphaned and abandoned children worldwide).

Thanks to the Wednesday Coffee mornings, which continue to thrive, the Jeel al Amal Boys’ Home in Bethany was sent a cheque for £1,130. Children’s Society Boxes raised £503.00.

Large quantities of dried and tinned foods were again collected at Harvest and divided between Waterloo Christian Centre and Vaughan House, Guildford. 

On behalf of the PCC

Canon W R Hanford (Chairman)

April 2005
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